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e d u c aTtRiAoNnS

ITION

The main objective of this project is to successfully design a middle school in downtown Omaha Nebraska. With the
development of nearly a dozen condominiums in the downtown Omaha area, representing over 400 units, (Omaha World Herald
11-29-2004) there presents a need for a middle school that is currently missing in the downtown area.
Downtown Omaha currently has an elementary school and a high school in the area. A middle school downtown will
complete the educational infrastructure in the downtown area.
The majority of the school population will be students living in the area, but also will accommodate those families who have
one or more parents working in the downtown area.
Schools that incorporate students from the area as well as commuters have not only seen test scores go up, but desegregation is also
a consequence of the system.
This school will also investigate alternative ideologies of teaching. The typical middle school classroom is based on the
principle of teacher/student, Where the teacher stands in front of the class and lectures the students, then test them on what they
have been given. This school instead will investigate ideologies such as:
cognitive coaching which is based on the idea that metacognition-or being aware of one’s own thinking processes- fosters
independence in learning. By providing personal insights into the learner’s own thinking processes, cognitive coaching builds
flexible, confident problem-solving skills. Plus, it encourages self-efficacy and pride. *
instructional technology which is using computers, CD-ROMs, interactive media, modems, satellites, teleconferencing, and
other technological means to support learning. *
thematic instruction which the organization of a curriculum around macro “themes.” Thematic instruction integrates basic
disciplines like reading, math, and science with the exploration of a broad subject, such as communities, rain forests, river basins, the
use of energy, and so on.*
The purpose and functions of exemplary middle schools center on the intellectual, social, emotional, moral and physical developmental needs of
young adolescents (clark & clark, 1993; national middle school association, 1995). Within a few years, young adolescents undergo rapid physical
growth, changes in moral reasoning, the onset of abstract thinking, and introduction to a range of social pressures, including sex, drugs, and violence.
Simultaneously, the lifelong developmental tasks of forming a personal identity or self-concept, acquiring social skills, gaining autonomy, and
developing character and a set of values are begun (irvin, 1995)
NMSA Research Summary #4
Exemplary Middle Schools (1996)
www.nmsa.org/research/ressum4.htm
*(information from www.funderstanding.com/instruction.cfm)
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|02|

core studies team
interchangeable instruction spaces
subject
english
mathematics
foreign language
reading
social studies
total

no.
4
4
2
2
4
16

sf area
650
650
650
650
650
650

total
2600
2600
1300
1300
2600
10,400

no.
4
2

sf area
925
175

total
3,700
350

specialized instructional spaces
subject
science laboratory
science storage

progra mi ng i nf or m a t i o n

|03|

core studies team
team centers
subject
team center
team center conference
team center storage
team commons

no.
2
2
2
4

sf area
700
200
250
1,200

total
1,400
400
500
4,800

no.
4
8

sf area
575
200

total
2,300
1,600

team support spaces
subject
planning centers
planning center conference

r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

|04|

fine and applied arts team
music instruction
subject
instrumental music
vocal music
multi-use room (shared)
practice rooms
storage
office

no.
1
1
1
1
1
1

sf area
1,800
1,700
1,100
50
500
220

total
1,800
1,700
1,100
50
500
220

no.
2
1
1
1

sf area
1,350
250
100
100

total
2,700
250
100
100

art instruction
subject
art
art storage
kiln room
mud room

progra mi ng i nf or m a t i o n

|05|

fine and applied arts team
industrial technologies
subject
machine lab
instructional lab
tool room
finish room

no.
1
2
1
1

sf area
1,000
1,500
100
100

total
1,000
1,500
100
100

no.
1

sf area
750

total
750

no.
1
1

sf area
600
100

total
600
100

team classroom
subject
team classroom

planning centers
subject
planning center
planning center conference

r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

|06|

wellness team
health instructional spaces
subject
health

no.
2

sf area
800

total
1,600

no.
1
1
2
2
1
1

sf area
12,500
2,000
2,500
100
1,500
7,000

total
12,500
2,000
5,000
200
1,500
7,000

physical education
subject
gymnasium
multi-exercise room
locker rooms
office
storage
pool

progra mi ng i nf or m a t i o n

|07|

wellness team
business education
subject
keyboarding
keyboard storage
business education

no.
1
1
1

sf area
1,000
300
800

total
1,000
300
800

no.
1
1
1

sf area
1,000
500
200

total
1,000
500
200

no.
1
1

sf area
400
100

total
400
100

home economics
subject
life management lab
life management/P.E. laundry
storage

team support spaces
subject
planning center
planning center conference

r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

|08|

library / media center
primary space
subject
collection shelving
student work areas
independent reading
computer reference
circulation counter
subtotal

no.
1
1
1
1
1

sf area
1,250
2,000
400
200
400

total
1,250
2,000
400
200
400
4,250

no.
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

sf area
300
150
200
400
150
175
100

total
300
150
200
400
150
175
100

supporting spaces
subject
conference rooms
telecommunications
production / processing
class sets / print resources
equipment
library media office

progra mi ng i nf or m a t i o n

|09|

computer laboratories
computer labs
subject
computer labs

no.
2

sf area
1,000

total
2,000

r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

|10|

student support services
counseling
subject
counselor work area
waiting

no.
3
1

sf area
150
150

total
450
150

no.
1
1

sf area
400
80

total
400
80

health offices
subject
work area
counseling room

progra mi ng i nf or m a t i o n

|11|

cafeteria and commons
cafeteria / commons
support area
cafeteria
student commons

no.
1
1

sf area
3,000
1,500

total
3,000
1,500

no.
1
1
1
1

sf area
3,000
700
60
120

total
3,000
700
60
120

food service
food services
support area
kitchen
store room
manager’s office
laundry and locker room

r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

|12|

administrative
administration
support area
clerical room
reception area
work room / records
principals office
asst. principals office
coordinator’s office
parent room
conference room
teachers’ lounge w/ restroom
bookstore
subtotal

no.
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

progra mi ng i nf or m a t i o n

sf area
500
300
250
200
200
150
200
200
500
200

total
500
300
250
200
200
150
200
200
500
200
2,700

|13|

general
general facilities
support area
custodial
building rest rooms
mechanical equipment rooms
circulation
total

no.
sf area
3
various
as required
as required
as required

total
900

r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

|14|

area calculations
core studies team
interchangeable instruction spaces
specialized instructional spaces
team centers
team support spaces

sf area
14,000
4,050
7,100
3,900

fine and applied arts
music instruction
art instruction
industrial technologies
team classroom
planning centers

progra mi ng i nf or m a t i o n

sf area
5,370
3,150
2,700
750
700

|15|

area calculations
wellness team
health instructional spaces
physical education
business education
home economics
team support spaces

sf area
1,000
29,800
2,100
1,700
550

education support services
library/media center
computer laboratories
student support services

sf area
5,725
2,000
1,080

building support areas
cafeteria and commons
food service
administrative

sf area
4,500
3,880
2,700

r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

s i tSeE

LECTION

|16|

site s el ec ti on

|17|

01 - 14th and webster
02 - 10th and capitol
03 - 20th and douglas
04 - illinois central railroad bridge

r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

|18|

site s el ec ti on

|19|

cons 14th & webster The site of 14th and webster was considered as a site due
to its strong connection to valuable resources. The site of
14th and webster is near Creighton University and would
have the potential to create a strong transition between
Creighton University and the rapid developing area on the
Riverfront. Not only does this site create the possibility for
a strong transition between Creighton and the Riverfront
development, but it also can become a strong transition
between the ‘art’ district to the north and the Downtown
business district to the south. The use of this site would force
a strong creation of a strong pedestrian friendly corridor.
Along 14th street exist First National Bank Childcare and the
newly constructed Union Pacific Childcare. This is one of the
largest sites in the consideration, and has the least amount of
‘urban’ development surrounding it.

pros +

The site of 14th and webster is close to early eduction
development, however it is distant from an elementary school
and a high school. The two schools that this school is meant
to be a transition between. Parking at this location would be
extremely difficult due to the fact that there is no parking
garage within walking distance and that a majority of the
surrounding land is taken by the Qwest Center. The proximity
to the Qwest Center creates other issues as well. During any
performance or conference that is being held at the Qwest
center, traffic and parking would be extremely difficult. Qwest
has eaten up much of the green space surrounding this site,
leaving no safe place to play and educate outside. This location
is not located near any resources such as a library, theatre and
parks. While its proximity to early childhood development
can be considered a benefit, it could also be seen as a negative.
Children at this age need guidance and role models, not to
the role model. Proximity to higher education would be more
beneficial than early development.

r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

|20|

site s el ec ti on

|21|

cons 10th & capitol

-

The site of 10th and capitol is ideal because of its strong
location. 10th and capitol is extremely easy to get to, with
an interstate on and off ramp within blocks. This site is near
residential condos as well as downtown business. This site
is near the Qwest Center, Gene Leahy Mall and the Holland
Performing Arts. There is one parking garage within proximity
to the site, along with parking available along the street. This
site is the largest amongst the considerations.

The site of 14th and webster is extremely close to the Qwest
Center, Holland Performing Arts and the interstate. With its
proximity to the Qwest and Holland Performing Arts, parking
and traffic is sure to be an issue. One parking garage will not
be sufficient to serve all programs. Its location to the interstate
also puts it at risk due to the high traffic and speeding cars.
This site is dislocated from any type of eduction, and would
probably be better served as some form of entertainment
venue.

pros +
r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

|22|

site s el ec ti on

|23|

cons 20th & douglas The site of 20th and douglas lies on an existing eduction
corridor. Central High school (downtowns only high school
and extremely over populated) lies on 20th and dodge while
the newly constructed Liberty Elementary sits on 20th and St.
Mary’s. With these two pre-existing schools, this site would
create a strong transition between elementary and high
school. The site is also within proximity to the YMCA and the
Omaha Childrens Museum. This site also has easy access from
the interstate and as well as from major downtown streets.
There is a parking garage directly to the south of the site as
well as parking along the street, creating ample amount of
parking for visitors. The site also has green space to the south
of it as well. This location also becomes the gateway out of
downtown heading west along douglas. At this location a
strong perception is made that you are leaving the downtown
area.

The site of 20th and douglas has issues with the high traffic
volume that both douglas street and 20th street have. This
is the busiest intersection of the considerations. Circulation
around and into the site is also difficult due to the fact that
both douglas and 20th streets are one way traffic.

pros +
r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

|24|

site s el ec ti on

|25|

cons illinois central railroad bridge

-

The site of Illinois Central Railroad Bridge creates a strong
conceptual idea based on the idea of transition. This site
was chosen because of the idea behind transition and how
the bridge itself transitioned both physically and how it
transitioned the United States into what it is today.

The site of Illinois Central Railroad Bridge while theoretically
strong leave plenty to be wanted realistically. The site lies
over the missouri river, is limited to one access point, and its
closest neighbor is the juvenile detention center.

pros +
r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

s i tAeN

ALYSIS

|27|

r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

|28|

site s el ec ti on

|29|

r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

|30|

progra m an al ys is

|31|

r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

p r o jPeRcEtC
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|32|

plain local school district
canton, ohio
perkins + will
- school open up onto exterior courtyard
- commons area has view to outside
- materials are durable and long lasting
- interior / exterior interaction
- welcoming social places
- separation of scales based on individual and whole

international school of beijing
beijing, china
perkins + will
- promenade has welcoming aesthetic
- adequate scale at entrance
- entrance well lit
- vibrant colors
- entrance recessed too far

projec t pr ec ed en c e

|33|

baltimore city public school system
baltimore, maryland
perkins + will
- building brought out to edge of property
- layered facade
- shading device provides nice aestetic
- facade seems monotone

charter school - chicago
chicago, illinois
perkins + will
- school opens up to courtyard
- commons overlooks exterior courtyard
- well utilized land
- classrooms provide view to exterior courtyard
- school gives nice form and layout through simplicity

r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

|34|

l.a. central high school no. 1
los angeles, california
perkins + will
- facade brought to property edge
- layered facade
- vibrant colors
- nice way of accommodating to grade change
- exposed structural elements
- scale seems inadequate and uninviting

l.a. belmont elementary no. 6
los angeles, california
perkins + will
- facade brought out to property edge
- entrance separated by elevation change
- adequate scale at entrance
- dealt with material change through layering
- no waiting area near drop-off / pick-up area

projec t pr ec ed en c e

|35|

sam rampello downtown school
tampa, florida
alfonso architects
- center courtyard
- integrated drop off area
- alternating facade
- building pushed to edge of property
- simple but pleasing
- adequate scale to surrounding buildings

harrison middle school
harrison, new jersey
prisco group
- variety of colors and materials
- open entrance
- safe and covered drop-off / pick-up area
- vibrant color
- no apparent cohesion as a whole

r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

|36|

primary school de vogels
netherlands
herman hertzberger
- adaptation to site
- view out of classrooms
- exposed structure
- ubundant outdoor space
- no clear entrance
- does not appear ‘safe’ for adolescents

projec t pr ec ed en c e

|37|

cesar chavez elementary school
long beach, california
lpa architects
- clean, crisp lines
- use of solar collecting panels
- green architecture
- sustainable design

lick-wilmerding high school
san fransisco, california
pfau architecture
- view to exterior courtyard
- openness of plan
- shading devices
- exposed structural throughout

r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

|38|

lycee francais
new york, new york
polshek partnership
- maximizes small space by building down
- gymnasiums in basement
- courtyard in center of school
- roof tops utilized as playgrounds
- double layer glazing provides shading without
blocking view out
- entrance scale seems intimidating

projec t pr ec ed en c e

|39|

diamond ranch high school
pomona, california
morphosis
- clean, crisp lines
- use of materials
- angled walls
- unique design

r e s e aArNcAhL/Y

SIS

c o n c e p t uDaElS

IGN

|40|

EDsUsCAsTION
0RONUNCIATION E J gK! SHN
&UNCTION NOUN
 A  THE ACTION OR PROCESS OF EDUCATING
OR OF BEING EDUCATED ALSO  A STAGE OF
SUCH A PROCESS B  THE KNOWLEDGE AND
DEVELOPMENT RESULTING FROM AN
EDUCATIONAL PROCESS A MAN OF LITTLE
EDUCATION
  THE FIELD OF STUDY THAT DEALS MAINLY
WITH METHODS OF TEACHING AND
LEARNING IN SCHOOLS

EDsUsCATE
0RONUNCIATION gE J K!T
&UNCTION VERB
)NFLECTED &ORMS  CATsED
CATsING
%TYMOLOGY -IDDLE
%NGLISH TO REAR FROM
,ATIN EDUCATUS PAST
PARTICIPLE OF EDUCARE TO
REAR EDUCATE FROM
EDUCERE TO LEAD FORTH
MORE AT %$5#%
TRANSITIVE SENSES
 A  TO PROVIDE SCHOOLING
FOR B  TO TRAIN BY FORMAL
INSTRUCTION AND
SUPERVISED PRACTICE
ESPECIALLY IN A SKILL TRADE
OR PROFESSION
 A  TO DEVELOP MENTALLY
MORALLY OR AESTHETICALLY
ESPECIALLY BY INSTRUCTION
B  TO PROVIDE WITH
INFORMATION  ).&/2  TO PERSUADE OR
CONDITION TO FEEL BELIEVE
OR ACT IN A DESIRED WAY
EDUCATE THE PUBLIC TO
SUPPORT OUR POSITION
INTRANSITIVE SENSES  TO
EDUCATE A PERSON OR
THING

SCHOOL
&UNCTION
TRANSITIVE
VERB
 A  TO TEACH
OR DRILL IN A
SPECIFIC
KNOWLEDGE
OR SKILL WELL
SCHOOLED IN
LANGUAGES
B  TO
DISCIPLINE OR
HABITUATE TO
SOMETHING
SCHOOL
ONESELF IN
PATIENCE
  TO
EDUCATE IN
AN
INSTITUTION
OF LEARNING

design c on ce pt

TEACH
0RONUNCIATION gT%CH
&UNCTION VERB
)NFLECTED &ORMS  TAUGHT gTOT
TEACHsING
%TYMOLOGY -IDDLE %NGLISH
TECHEN TO SHOW INSTRUCT FROM
/LD %NGLISH T;!%=CAN AKIN TO
/LD %NGLISH T!CN SIGN MORE AT
4/+%.
TRANSITIVE SENSES
 A  TO CAUSE TO KNOW
SOMETHING TAUGHT THEM A
TRADE B  TO CAUSE TO KNOW
HOW IS TEACHING ME TO DRIVE
C  TO ACCUSTOM TO SOME ACTION
OR ATTITUDE TEACH STUDENTS TO
THINK FOR THEMSELVES D  TO
CAUSE TO KNOW THE DISAGREEABLE
CONSEQUENCES OF SOME ACTION
)gLL TEACH YOU TO COME HOME
LATE
  TO GUIDE THE STUDIES OF
  TO IMPART THE KNOWLEDGE OF
TEACH ALGEBRA
 A  TO INSTRUCT BY PRECEPT
EXAMPLE OR EXPERIENCE B  TO
MAKE KNOWN AND ACCEPTED
EXPERIENCE TEACHES US OUR
LIMITATIONS
  TO CONDUCT INSTRUCTION
REGULARLY IN TEACH SCHOOL
INTRANSITIVE SENSES  TO PROVIDE
INSTRUCTION  ACT AS A TEACHER

ACsTION
0RONUNCIATION gAK SHN
&UNCTION NOUN
 A  A THING DONE  $%%$ B  THE
ACCOMPLISHMENT OF A THING USUALLY
OVER A PERIOD OF TIME IN STAGES
OR WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF
REPETITION C PLURAL  "%(!6)/2
#/.$5#4 UNSCRUPULOUS
ACTIONS D  ).)4)!4)6%
%.4%202)3% A MAN OF ACTION

STAGE
0RONUNCIATION gST!J
&UNCTION NOUN
%TYMOLOGY -IDDLE %NGLISH FROM
-IDDLE &RENCH ESTAGE FROM
ASSUMED 6ULGAR ,ATIN
STATICUM FROM ,ATIN STARE TO
STAND MORE AT 34!.$
 A  ONE OF A SERIES OF POSITIONS
OR STATIONS ONE ABOVE THE OTHER 
34%0 B  THE HEIGHT OF THE
SURFACE OF A RIVER ABOVE AN
ARBITRARY ZERO POINT FLOOD
STAGE
 A  A PERIOD OR STEP IN A
PROGRESS ACTIVITY OR
DEVELOPMENT ESPECIALLY  ONE OF
THE DISTINGUISHABLE PERIODS OF
GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF A
PLANT OR ANIMAL THE LARVAL
STAGE OF AN INSECT B  ONE
PASSING THROUGH A SPECIFIED
STAGE

POsSIsTION
0RONUNCIATION P gZI SHN
&UNCTION NOUN
%TYMOLOGY -IDDLE %NGLISH
POSYCION FROM -IDDLE &RENCH
POSITION FROM ,ATIN POSITION
POSITIO FROM PONERE TO LAY DOWN
PUT PLACE FROM ASSUMED /LD
,ATIN POSINERE FROM PO AWAY
AKIN TO /LD #HURCH 3LAVONIC PO
PERFECTIVE PREFIX 'REEK APO AWAY
,ATIN SINERE TO LEAVE MORE AT
/&
  AN ACT OF PLACING OR ARRANGING
AS A  THE LAYING DOWN OF A
PROPOSITION OR THESIS B  AN
ARRANGING IN ORDER
 A  RELATIVE PLACE SITUATION OR
STANDING IS NOW IN A POSITION TO
MAKE DECISIONS ON HIS OWN B 
SOCIAL OR OFFICIAL RANK OR STATUS C 
AN EMPLOYMENT FOR WHICH ONE HAS
BEEN HIRED  */" A POSITION WITH A
BROKERAGE FIRM D  A SITUATION THAT
CONFERS ADVANTAGE OR PREFERENCE

ARsRANGE
0RONUNCIATION  gR!NJ
&UNCTION VERB
)NFLECTED &ORMS  RANGED
RANGsING
%TYMOLOGY -IDDLE %NGLISH
ARANGEN FROM -IDDLE &RENCH
ARANGIER FROM /LD &RENCH FROM A
RENGIER TO SET IN A ROW FROM RENG
ROW MORE AT 2!.+
TRANSITIVE SENSES
  TO MAKE PREPARATIONS FOR  0,!.
ARRANGED A RECEPTION FOR THE
VISITOR
  TO PUT INTO A PROPER ORDER OR
INTO A CORRECT OR SUITABLE SEQUENCE
RELATIONSHIP OR ADJUSTMENT
ARRANGE FLOWERS IN A VASE
ARRANGE CARDS ALPHABETICALLY
 A  TO ADAPT A MUSICAL
COMPOSITION BY SCORING FOR VOICES
OR INSTRUMENTS OTHER THAN THOSE
FOR WHICH ORIG WRITTEN B 
/2#(%342!4%
  TO BRING ABOUT AN AGREEMENT OR
UNDERSTANDING CONCERNING 
3%44,% ARRANGE AN EXCHANGE OF
WAR PRISONERS
INTRANSITIVE SENSES
  TO BRING ABOUT AN AGREEMENT OR
UNDERSTANDING ARRANGED TO HAVE
A TABLE AT THE RESTAURANT
  TO MAKE PREPARATIONS  0,!.
ARRANGED FOR A VACATION WITH HIS
FAMILY

SEsQUENCE
0RONUNCIATION gS% KWNT S
KWENT S
&UNCTION NOUN
%TYMOLOGY -IDDLE %NGLISH FROM
-EDIEVAL ,ATIN SEQUENTIA FROM ,ATE
,ATIN SEQUEL LITERALLY ACT OF FOLLOWING
FROM ,ATIN SEQUENT SEQUENS PRESENT
PARTICIPLE OF SEQUI
  A HYMN IN IRREGULAR METER
BETWEEN THE GRADUAL AND 'OSPEL IN
MASSES FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS AS
%ASTER
  A CONTINUOUS OR CONNECTED SERIES
AS A  AN EXTENDED SERIES OF POEMS
UNITED BY A SINGLE THEME A SONNET
SEQUENCE B  THREE OR MORE PLAYING
CARDS USUALLY OF THE SAME SUIT IN
CONSECUTIVE ORDER OF RANK C  A
SUCCESSION OF REPETITIONS OF A
MELODIC PHRASE OR HARMONIC PATTERN
EACH IN A NEW POSITION D  A SET OF
ELEMENTS ORDERED SO THAT THEY CAN BE
LABELED WITH THE POSITIVE INTEGERS E
  A SUCCESSION OF RELATED SHOTS OR
SCENES DEVELOPING A SINGLE SUBJECT OR
PHASE OF A FILM STORY   %0)3/$%
 A  ORDER OF SUCCESSION
B  AN ARRANGEMENT OF THE TENSES OF
SUCCESSIVE VERBS IN A SENTENCE
DESIGNED TO EXPRESS A COHERENT
RELATIONSHIP ESPECIALLY BETWEEN MAIN
AND SUBORDINATE PARTS
 A  #/.3%15%.#% 2%35,4 B  A
SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENT
  CONTINUITY OF PROGRESSION

|41|

SUCsCESsSION
0RONUNCIATION
SK gSE SHN
&UNCTION NOUN
%TYMOLOGY -IDDLE
%NGLISH FROM -IDDLE
&RENCH OR ,ATIN -IDDLE
&RENCH FROM ,ATIN
SUCCESSION SUCCESSIO
FROM SUCCEDERE
 A  THE ORDER IN WHICH
OR THE CONDITIONS UNDER
WHICH ONE PERSON AFTER
ANOTHER SUCCEEDS TO A
PROPERTY DIGNITY TITLE
OR THRONE B  THE RIGHT OF
A PERSON OR LINE TO
SUCCEED C  THE LINE
HAVING SUCH A RIGHT
 A  THE ACT OR PROCESS
OF FOLLOWING IN ORDER 
3%15%.#% B   THE
ACT OR PROCESS OF ONE
PERSONgS TAKING THE
PLACE OF ANOTHER IN THE
ENJOYMENT OF OR LIABILITY
FOR RIGHTS OR DUTIES OR
BOTH   THE ACT OR
PROCESS OF A PERSONgS
BECOMING BENEFICIALLY
ENTITLED TO A PROPERTY OR
PROPERTY INTEREST OF A
DECEASED PERSON C  THE
CONTINUANCE OF
CORPORATE PERSONALITY D
 UNIDIRECTIONAL CHANGE
IN THE COMPOSITION OF
AN ECOSYSTEM AS THE
AVAILABLE COMPETING
ORGANISMS AND
ESPECIALLY THE PLANTS
RESPOND TO AND MODIFY
THE ENVIRONMENT
 A  A NUMBER OF
PERSONS OR THINGS THAT
FOLLOW EACH OTHER IN
SEQUENCE B  A GROUP
TYPE OR SERIES THAT
SUCCEEDS OR DISPLACES
ANOTHER

PROsCESS
0RONUNCIATION gPRË SES gPR/ SS
&UNCTION NOUN
)NFLECTED &ORMS  PLURAL PROsCESSsES  SE SZ S S%Z
%TYMOLOGY -IDDLE %NGLISH PROCES FROM -IDDLE &RENCH
FROM ,ATIN PROCESSUS FROM PROCEDERE
 A  02/'2%33 !$6!.#% IN THE PROCESS OF TIME B 
SOMETHING GOING ON  02/#%%$).'
 A   A NATURAL PHENOMENON MARKED BY GRADUAL CHANGES
THAT LEAD TOWARD A PARTICULAR RESULT THE PROCESS OF GROWTH
  A NATURAL CONTINUING ACTIVITY OR FUNCTION SUCH LIFE
PROCESSES AS BREATHING B  A SERIES OF ACTIONS OR OPERATIONS
CONDUCING TO AN END ESPECIALLY  A CONTINUOUS OPERATION OR
TREATMENT ESPECIALLY IN MANUFACTURE
 A  THE WHOLE COURSE OF PROCEEDINGS IN A LEGAL ACTION B 
THE SUMMONS MANDATE OR WRIT USED BY A COURT TO COMPEL
THE APPEARANCE OF THE DEFENDANT IN A LEGAL ACTION OR
COMPLIANCE WITH ITS ORDERS
  A PROMINENT OR PROJECTING PART OF AN ORGANISM OR ORGANIC
STRUCTURE A BONE PROCESS

CHANGE
0RONUNCIATION gCH!NJ
&UNCTION VERB
)NFLECTED &ORMS  CHANGED CHANGsING
%TYMOLOGY -IDDLE %NGLISH FROM /LD &RENCH
CHANGIER FROM ,ATIN CAMBIARE TO EXCHANGE
PROBABLY OF #ELTIC ORIGIN AKIN TO /LD )RISH
CAMM CROOKED
TRANSITIVE SENSES
 A  TO MAKE DIFFERENT IN SOME PARTICULAR 
!,4%2 NEVER BOTHERED TO CHANGE THE WILL
B  TO MAKE RADICALLY DIFFERENT  42!.3&/2CANgT CHANGE HUMAN NATURE C  TO GIVE A
DIFFERENT POSITION COURSE OR DIRECTION TO
 A  TO REPLACE WITH ANOTHER LETgS CHANGE
THE SUBJECT B  TO MAKE A SHIFT FROM ONE TO
ANOTHER  37)4#( ALWAYS CHANGES SIDES IN
AN ARGUMENT C  TO EXCHANGE FOR AN
EQUIVALENT SUM OR COMPARABLE ITEM D  TO
UNDERGO A MODIFICATION OF FOLIAGE
CHANGING COLOR E  TO PUT FRESH CLOTHES OR
COVERING ON CHANGE A BED
INTRANSITIVE SENSES
  TO BECOME DIFFERENT HER MOOD CHANGES
EVERY HOUR
 OF THE MOON  TO PASS FROM ONE PHASE TO
ANOTHER
  TO SHIFT ONEgS MEANS OF CONVEYANCE 
42!.3&%2 ON THE BUS TRIP HE HAD TO
CHANGE TWICE
 OF THE VOICE  TO SHIFT TO LOWER REGISTER 
"2%!+
  TO UNDERGO TRANSFORMATION TRANSITION OR
SUBSTITUTION WINTER CHANGED TO SPRING
  TO PUT ON DIFFERENT CLOTHES
  %8#(!.'% 37)4#( NEITHER LIKED HIS
SEAT SO THEY CHANGED WITH EACH OTHER

TRANsSIsTION
0RONUNCIATION TRANT gSI SHN TRAN gZI CHIEFLY "RITISH TRANT gSI ZHN
&UNCTION NOUN
%TYMOLOGY ,ATIN TRANSITION TRANSITIO FROM TRANSIRE
TRANSsFORM
0RONUNCIATION TRANT S gFORM
&UNCTION VERB
%TYMOLOGY -IDDLE %NGLISH FROM ,ATIN TRANSFORMARE
FROM TRANS FORMARE TO FORM FROM FORMA FORM
TRANSITIVE SENSES
 A  TO CHANGE IN COMPOSITION OR STRUCTURE B  TO
CHANGE THE OUTWARD FORM OR APPEARANCE OF C  TO
CHANGE IN CHARACTER OR CONDITION  #/.6%24
  TO SUBJECT TO MATHEMATICAL TRANSFORMATION
  TO CAUSE A CELL TO UNDERGO GENETIC
TRANSFORMATION
INTRANSITIVE SENSES  TO BECOME TRANSFORMED 
#(!.'%
TRANSsFORMsABLE  gFOR M BL ADJECTIVE
TRANSsFORsMAsTIVE  gFOR M TIV ADJECTIVE
SYNONYMS 42!.3&/2- -%4!-/20(/3%
42!.3-54% #/.6%24 42!.3-/'2)&9
42!.3&)'52% MEAN TO CHANGE A THING INTO A
DIFFERENT THING 42!.3&/2- IMPLIES A MAJOR
CHANGE IN FORM NATURE OR FUNCTION TRANSFORMED A
SMALL COMPANY INTO A CORPORATE GIANT
-%4!-/20(/3% SUGGESTS AN ABRUPT OR STARTLING
CHANGE INDUCED BY OR AS IF BY MAGIC OR A
SUPERNATURAL POWER AWKWARD GIRLS
METAMORPHOSED INTO GRACEFUL BALLERINAS
42!.3-54% IMPLIES TRANSFORMING INTO A HIGHER
ELEMENT OR THING ATTEMPTED TO TRANSMUTE LEAD
INTO GOLD #/.6%24 IMPLIES A CHANGE FITTING
SOMETHING FOR A NEW OR DIFFERENT USE OR FUNCTION
CONVERTED THE STUDY INTO A NURSERY
42!.3-/'2)&9 SUGGESTS A STRANGE OR
PREPOSTEROUS METAMORPHOSIS A STORY IN WHICH A
FROG IS TRANSMOGRIFIED INTO A PRINCE 42!.3&)'52%
IMPLIES A CHANGE THAT EXALTS OR GLORIFIES JOY
TRANSFIGURED HER FACE

 A  PASSAGE FROM ONE STATE
STAGE SUBJECT OR PLACE TO
ANOTHER  #(!.'% B  A
MOVEMENT DEVELOPMENT OR
EVOLUTION FROM ONE FORM STAGE
OR STYLE TO ANOTHER
TRANsSIsTIVE
0RONUNCIATION gTRANT S TIV
gTRAN Z  gTRANT S TIV
&UNCTION ADJECTIVE
%TYMOLOGY ,ATE ,ATIN
TRANSITIVUS FROM ,ATIN TRANSITUS
PAST PARTICIPLE OF TRANSIRE
  CHARACTERIZED BY HAVING OR
CONTAINING A DIRECT OBJECT A
TRANSITIVE VERB A TRANSITIVE
CONSTRUCTION
  BEING OR RELATING TO A RELATION
WITH THE PROPERTY THAT IF THE
RELATION HOLDS BETWEEN A FIRST
ELEMENT AND A SECOND AND
BETWEEN THE SECOND ELEMENT
AND A THIRD IT HOLDS BETWEEN
THE FIRST AND THIRD ELEMENTS
EQUALITY IS A TRANSITIVE
RELATION
  OF RELATING TO OR
CHARACTERIZED BY TRANSITION
TRANsSIsTIVEsLY ADVERB
TRANsSIsTIVEsNESS NOUN
TRANsSIsTIVsIsTY
TRANT S gTI V T% TRAN Z 
NOUN

 A  A MUSICAL MODULATION B  A MUSICAL PASSAGE LEADING FROM ONE SECTION OF A
PIECE TO ANOTHER
  AN ABRUPT CHANGE IN ENERGY STATE OR LEVEL AS OF AN ATOMIC NUCLEUS OR A
MOLECULE USUALLY ACCOMPANIED BY LOSS OR GAIN OF A SINGLE QUANTUM OF ENERGY
TRANsSIsTIONsAL  gSISH NL gSIZH gZISH  gSI SH NL gZI ZH  ADJECTIVE
TRANsSIsTIONsALsLY ADVERB
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investigation into transition from suburban to urban

early de si gn i de a s

investigation into transition from academic and
scholastic
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investigation into 20th street as a gateway

second step as 20th street gateway
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introduction to mimicking 20th street

early de si gn i de a s

placing an icon on 20th and douglas
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bus drop-off / entry

south facade
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introduction to reverence to elementary school and
homage to high school

highlighting of circulation space that reverences
high school and elementary school
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circulation space with overhead glazing in middle

south facade

d e c e m b1e2r,

2005
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residential
PROPOSED FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

decemb er 1 2t h re v i e w

amenities
A JOSLYN ART MUSEUM
C YMCA

existing schools
B ROSE THEATRE
D CHILDRENS MUSEUM

A LIBERTY ELEMENTARY
B CENTRAL HIGH
C CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY
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“The purpose and functions of exemplary middle schools center on the intellectual,
social, emotional, moral and physical developmental needs of young adolescents.
Within a few years, young adolescents undergo rapid physical growth, changes in
moral reasoning, the onset of abstract thinking, and introduction to a range
of social pressures, including sex, drugs, and violence. Simultaneously, the
lifelong developmental tasks of forming a personal identity or self-concept,
acquiring social skills, gaining autonomy, and developing character and a set
of values are begun.”
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decemb er 1 2t h re v i e w
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By definition, a middle school is a place for transition. Middle schools were created to separate adolescents, aged 12-14,
from all other age groups. During these few years, adolescents undergo rapid changes. They begin to view and understand concepts on their own, they begin to question authority and begin to rapidly change physically and emotionally.
At this age, adolescents begin to become more socially involved by expanding their social circle of friends. They rely
more and more on their peers and less on their family members for guidance. Popularity and cliques formulate as adolescents start to figure out that they have more in common with certain people than others. While they begin to question
authority and begin to rely more on their peers, they still look to seniority for what is right and popular.
This school by site location completes 20th Street as an educational corridor. Twentieth Street already houses an
elementary school, a high school and a college campus. By site selection, this school exists within transition; it lies on 20th
Street in between the elementary and high school.
This middle school accomplishes the needs of these adolescents. Its primary function is to create a positive social
environment that allows students to understand where they currently are by understanding where they have been and
where they are going.
In plan, the circulation space became the driving force and is also the commons area. The circulation / commons
area provides a place for students to interact, teach and learn from each other. The plan provides a mixture of large, medium and small gathering areas, providing a safe and social environment for all personalities.
The plan is also broken up into three parts in section. On the ground level are the community spaces such as gym,
auditorium and cafeteria. On the second level lies the 7th grade classrooms and the 3rd floor houses the 8th graders. This
gives a hierarchy that matches that of 20th Street.
The circulation path also provides a transition and references 20th Street, the elementary school and the high
school. On the community level, the east end opens up to 20th Street and the intersection of Douglas, letting the adolescents understand where they are physically. The 7th grade level opens up on the south east corner looking south toward
the elementary school, referring to where one has been. The 8th grade level opens up on the north side framing the high
school, referring to where one is going.
The building separates itself from the surrounding buildings and the existing schools by introducing a completely
new vocabulary of aesthetics and form. The use of cantilevers, choice of materials and use of colors introduces something
new and experimental while still fitting into its urban context. This is intentionally done to play up on the mental and
physical transitions that are happening to the students at this age. This school, like the students occupying it, is seeking its
own identity in a significant and critical developmental age.
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south facade with screen mesh

exteri or p er sp ec t i v e s

south facade with one ribbon over circulation
space
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p r o c eDsOsC

UMENTATION
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section looking at exterior courtyard and circulation
space

interior perspective looking down corridor on
first floor

interi or p er sp ec t i v e s / s e c t i o n s
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section looking at exterior courtyard and circulation
space

p r o c eDsOsC

interior perspective looking down corridor on
third floor

UMENTATION
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dodge street

play field
visitor parking
(acquired)

site / f lo or p la n s

20th street

24th street

douglas street
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I wo u ld li k e to th a n k D ea n Way n e D ru m m o nd and professor K e i t h S aw ye r s
fo r t heir k n ow ledge, s uppo r t a n d belief in m e. For al l of your k nowl ed ge and
suppor t, I will always be indebted to yo u.
I wo u ld a ls o lik e to th a n k my f r i e n d s a n d f a m i l y w h o h ave s to o d by m e
thro u g hout my co llege c a reer.
And most of all, I would lik e to thank my lov i n g w i fe , who i f i t where not
fo r yo u n o n e o f th is wo uld h ave been po s s ibl e. You are my strength, suppor t
a nd my d r ive. Th is is ultim a tely fo r yo u!
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